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And Jeſus came and ſpale unto them ſaying, all Power is giv- 

en unto me in Heaven and on Earth. Go ye therefore and 

teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 

* and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them ts 

 6b/erwve all Things whatſoever I ſhall command you: and, lo, 

I am with you alway, even unto the End of the world, 
Amen. MaTTHEW xxviii. 18, 19, 20. | 
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GALAr AA 1. 10. 


| Fir & I HOW perſuade men, or God ® 
or do I ſeek to pleaſe men? For if 

yet pleaſed men, I * not be the 
 fervan of * 


f E nature hd importanes of the 
_ Chriſtian miniſtry are obvious, from a 
view of the goſpel ſyſtem in general, and eſ- 
pecially from a conſideration of its leading 


object: which is, the glory of God in the 
ſalvation of his church. 


Nornixo can exceed the folemnity of that 
charge, which requires us to e * Jouls 
as thoſe who muſt give an account. 


Tur inſpired writer ſuſtained the cha- 
| racter 
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rafter of an apoſtle, 1 that of a miniſter, of 
| Jeſus Chriſt. And never man filled an office 
with more propriety, or left a better e 


= A 


to thoſe who ſhould ſucceed um 


Tur paſſage before us exhibits his nie. 
ter in an important view, and is full of in- 
{ſtruction to goſpel miniſters. 


IT expreſſes, at once, the ardor of his zeal, 


and the ſublimity of his views, in the diſ- 


charge of his 3 
Trrs paſſage, 1 ſeparately confiland; 


might, perhaps, lead ns to imagine, that our 


apoſtle was ſo far from being governed by a 

view to the applauſe of this world, that he 
really had no regard to the eſteem and friend- 
ſhip of mankind, and was equally unaf- 
fected with their approbation or diſguſt. 


Axy ſome truly pious miniſters may, poſ- 


| fibly have underſtood him in this manner, and 


taken occaſion, from his ſuppoſed example, to 
act and preach in a manner tending to give 
needleſs offence. And have been the faulty 
r of prejudice, in the minds of wicked 
men, againſt the moſt benevolent ſyſtem 
that of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. 


2 Dor, ſurely, our apoſtle has given no u 
ocaſion for fu ch an improvement of the paſ- 
ſage before us.—This, it is preſumed,” will 
21 Wear by a proper 1 inveſtigation of the ſubject. 


To 


. 


T 0 "effect which the followin 8 method 15 
propoſed. 85 


I. To conſider the occaſion of the words 
before us. f 


II. To attend to the words themſelves. | 


III. To compare them with other paſlages . 
in the life and writings of St. Paul. tending to 
illuſtrate his preaching and conduct. 


I. We are to > contider the occaſion of the 
Wor ds. 


Tais muſt be learned Rh the different 
arts of this epiſtle, and from thoſe paſſages 


in the acts of the apoſtles which refer to the 
ſame ſubject.* 


From which it appears that our cd ha- 
ving reached the goſpel and planted ſeveral 
flouriſhing churches in Galatia, and havi 
afterwards viſited and confirnied them in the 
faith of the goſpel—was, ſoon after this, in- 
formed that they were perverted from the pure, 
evangelical truth, by the influence of Judaizing 
teachers who came among them, and inculcated 
the obſervation of the ceremonial law, or Je- 
ich ritual, as neceſſary to acceptance with God. 
That faith in Chriſt, without this, would not 
avail to their juſtification. - And, that they 
might induce the Galatian churclies to receive 
a doctrine ſo oppoſite to that of the apoſtle, 
ori this capnal Point, they ſeem to habe in- 


ſinuated 


Ad XVI. 6; And xvin, 22 


finuated objections api kis apoſtlſhip| and | 


divine miſſion. 


'Tars they might 45 with che greater plau- 
ſibility, on N —— of his not being called 
and commiſſioned at the time, and jalt in the 
ſame manner, with the other apoſtles. 


By ſuch means they ſubverted the minds 
of the Galatians, and introduced a ſcheme of 
religion by which the offence of the croſs cea- 
ſed—and Chriſtianity, as they taught it, 
would become acceptable to ſelf-1 ighteous Pha- 
| riſces, and ſuch as were the moſt bitter ene- 
mies to the genuine goſpel. 


1 Tus appears a have been the occaſion of 
eepiſtle in general, and this paſſage in par- 
1 In which he rejects, with a o 
the deepeſt abhorrence, that ſelf- pleaſing 
ſcheme of adapting the goſpel of Chriſt to 
the luſts of men. Which he perceived to 
be taking place at Galatia and declares that, 
if he ſhould attempt to promote it, he could 
not be the ſervant of Chriſt. 


. Wæ are to conſider the words them- 
felves. 


Tux form of 8 in che ſirſt part 
of the verſe, is attended with a degree of am- 
biguity, and might be difficult to be under- 
ſtood were it not explained by the conclu- 
ding ſentence; as we cannot properly be ſaid 
to perſuade God, in the” common acceptation 

of the word. 1 Bur | 


3 f 2 n * 3 ann 1 
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Bor, the concluſion of the verſe leads us to 
underſtand the phraſe (antbropous peirhs & ton 


Theon) toimply an attempt to obtain the favour ef 


men, or God; agreeably to the ſenſe of the word, pei- 


7g in other ſacred paſſages +. And then, the 
text will run thus, Do I attempt to obtain 
c the favour of men, or God? Or, do I ſeek 


* to pleaſe men? For, if I yet pleaſed men, 
*I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt.” 


— 


Tur words, in their obvious meaning, 
teach us that the divine approbation was what 
filled the apoſtle's eye and engaged his heart. And 


that he viewed a deſire to pleaſe men and ob- 
tain their favour, when this could not be ef- 


fected by pleaſing God, as utterly unworthy— 
and abſolutely inconſiſtent with fidelity to his 


Lord and maſter. 


Axp the context ſhews us that he conſidered 
himſelf as guilty of this heinous offence, if he 


attempted to alter or _ the truths of the 


goſpel, however diſagreeable to men, ſo as to 
accommodate them to the carnal mind. 


Tuts was the caſe with the Judaizing teach- 
ers, in the point of acceptance with God. 
They taught the Galatians to look for 


it in part, at leaſt, on account of their 
own goodneſs, in the obſervation of the 


Moſaic ritual. : 


Tuus feeding their religious pride, and, at 


the ſame time, gratifying their deſire for 


' worldly eaſe and honour—by taking away the 


offence 


+ Ads xii. 20, xiv. 19. xix. 26. Matthew xxviii. 14. 
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offence of the cioſs, or removing that from 
the Chriſtian profeſſion, which was the Prin- 
cipal occaſion of diſgrace and perſecution. © 


Tals, our apoſtle repreſents, as utterly in- 
conſiſtent with faithfulneſs to Jeſus Chrift. 
And ſolemnly warns the churches againſt re- 
ceiving or following preachers of this deſcrip- 
tion, of however FONT a character * 
might be. 


HI. Wr are now to compare the text 1 
other paſſages in the life and writings of this 


apoſtle, tending to illuſtrate his r and 
conduct. 


Axp from a eithfritin, chüs nflitated, 


the following obſervations will be obviouſly 
true. | 


1. Hz made an open profetion- of 
Chriſtianity, on all proper occaſions. +. de 


Tas he did without diſguiſing his piinci- 
ples, in the leaſt, whatever perſonal dangers 
attended ſuch profeſſion. Of this we have re- 
peated accounts in his life and writings. The 
compiler of the acts of the * oſtles e us ſeve- 
ral inſt ances. 


Ar one time, he informs u Us <of being violent- 
ly ſeized in tle, temple by the enraged Jews, 
and on the very point of aſſaſſination, had he 
not been reſcued from them by the timely in- 
terpoſition of the Roman WT, with an 
ay N Tur 


Tux eminent danger to his perſon, from 
ſuch a profeſſion, in fuch circumſtances, muſt 
be evident to all. But the honour of his 
maſter called for it, and he readily obeyed . 
Hereby evincing the ſincerity of his declara- 
tion to his friends, a little before +, that he 
Was e to die for his maſter at Meet, 
if the Will | of the Lord were ſo.” And, 
proving that the applauſe of man was ſo 
far from being the object of his purſuit, 
that he willingly Cohrificed that, and even 
his life, in the cauſe. of Chriſtianity and to 
pleaſe God. 


Tar fame und 5 is PR ER by his wo 
claration before Felix the Governor t, and 
by the large and particular account of his 
converſion and call to the apoſtleſhip, be- 
fore king Agrippa ||. He was, indeed, brought 
before rulers and kings, for the ſake of 
Chriſt Jeſus, and — the good con- 
feſſion which be winnen befor Ponti Us 
Pi late. | 


Wr may add, his open profelliki of 
Chriſtianity and excellent defence of it be- 
fore that learned body at Athens. Where 
he was accuſed of being « a ſetter forth 
of ſtrange gods, becauſe he preached to 
them Jas. and the reſurrection F.” „ 

And 
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4 
AND, to name no more, his 1 and 
ſolemn addreſs to the unbelieving Je ws, 


who came to him when he was N a 
priſoner to Rome F. | 


Tuxsx inſtances abundantly prove "hk 
he profeſſed the Chriſtian religion in, the 
moſt open manner, on all proper occaſions, | 
and at all hazard. And, that he © counted 
e not his life dear to himſelf, ſo he might 
e finiſh his courſe with joy, and the min- 
* iſtry which he had received of the Lord 
« Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace 
7 of God 4.“ 


2. Hz \ was indefatigable i in preaching the 
goſpel, notwithſtanding it coſt him the 
friendſhip of his acquaintance, and brought 
on him the hatred of all Tanks of men. 


Hr was, by way of eminence, the apo- 
file of the Gentiles, And he © magnified his 
office ||,” by his animated and well di- 
rected exertions in the duties of it. The 
hiſtory of his travels and labours, recorded in the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, and referred to in his 
letters, abundantly proves that, in every place 
and country, from Je eruſalem round ab- 
« out unto Illyricum +,” and in many o- 
ther circuits, he laboured that the preach- 


ng of the goſpel _ be fully SO + + : 
an 
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Te: 
and that nothing might be | kept back, 
which would be profitable to his hearers. 


_ Hap: he been a pleaſer of men, it is cer- 


tain he would never have purſued a courſe 
ſo obviouſly repugnant to every worldly 


proſpe&t. And, which he knew would bring 


on him the hatred and contempt of all 


ranks of men, load him with poverty and 
diſgrace, render him, in the public eye, 
* the filth of the world, and the off-ſcou- 
* ring of all things, —and probably coſt 
him hugs e - | 


0 ſuppoſe him led on by a deſire to 


pleaſe men, in a courſe ſo directly oppoſite 


to their wiſhes, and exciting their diſguſt, 


involves the idea of enthuſiaſm and religi- | 
ous madneſs—in connexion with a bad 


heart, in a degree, ey way incompatible 
with the known charac 


er of this excellent 
man. 12 1 


3. Hz aſſerted and maintained the un- 


 eorrupted doctrines of Chriſtianity, in the 


face of all oppoſition ; both from its pre- 
tended friends, and open enemies. 


Hrs epiſtles to the Romans and Galati- 


ans, and indeed all his writings, ſupport 
this aſſertion. He even gloried in the croſs 


of Chriſt, that object of the deepeſt _— 
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F 
and per un Greeks and and . 
of ſhame, even to many broleltel Chriſtians, 


Happ our apoſtle ſought to pleaſe. men, 
he would ſurely have been 4 | /ittle, guarded, 
and kept back or diſguiſed ſome ' of the 


moſt offenſive parts of the Chriſtian cem, 5 


Bur his conduct was, moſt evidently the 


3 of this. He declared the whole 


counſel of God, and kept back . nothing 
which was profitable to man ; whatever bY 


grace or ſufferings his fidelity might incur. 


4. Hr was faltatal in oppoſing the er- 
rors, and reproving the faults of his beſt 
Iriends, and the profetiors of Chriſtianity. | 


Wr have an inſtance of this in our con- 
text, in the ſeaſonable and cutting rebuke 
adminiſtered to the Galatians; for being 
verted from the ſimplicity of the 80 pe, 
by the Judaizing teachers. 


AxoTHER inſtance is recorded in the fol 
lowing chapter, in the faithful reproof gi- 


ven to Peter; for an inſtance of diſſimula- 
tion through the fear of man—utterly un- 
worthy of his character, and of the | 1:0 
which he preached. 


 OTarz inſtances occur in his writings, 
and eſpecially in his epiſtles to the Corin - 


thians, and all ſerved to ſhew, that he was 


and would 
not 


a Faithful miniſter of Chriſt 


— . 


* © Woh 1 % I 7 


1 
<a 
> 


5 


not tolerate any thing, in his deareſt friends, 


to Weihe diſhonor of that beſt of maſters. 
Hz endured. poverty, reproach, and 


perſecution, in various forms—and finally 


met death. in the cauſe of Chriſt. 


Hap he been diſpoſed to pleaſe mea, 
by a compliance with their corrupt inclina- 


tions, he might have avoided all this. But 


he willingly ſuffered it all, with a 1 
aggravations which we muſt not ſtay t 


name, and of which probably we have ve 


ry inadequate - conceptions—rather than to 
depart from his duty, or diſhonor God. 
« What things were gain to him, thoſe he 
“counted loſs for Chriſt.” And, through 
the whole courſe of his apoſtleſhip, gave 


the moſt decifive proof of his faithful at- 


tachment to Bs intereſt and honor. 


W are now. to ſhew that, in the midſt 
of all this zeal for Chriſt, and readineſs to 


incur the diſpleaſure of the world for his 


ſake, he was a real and moſt faithful friend 
to mankind—a perſon of moſt diſtinguith- 
* good will to his fellow creatures ; 


For. this purpoſe the followin g particulars 
ny ſhall be named. 1 


He ſpent his life, in hs moſt earn- 
elt endeavours to mn the youu: of 
mankind. : 


THIS 
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Tuts muft be manifeſt to all who. have 
paid due attention to his life and writings: 
But it will be abundantly evident, if we 
conſider that the ardent zeal, which he ex- 
erted for his divine maſter, was alſo moſt 
friendly to the intereſt of man; as it is in 
the ſalvation of ſinners, throug h the blood 
of the croſs, that Chriſt eſus is honored. 
Theſe objects, though in ſome reſpects diff- 
erent in a primary view, are one and the 
fame, in the final iſſue and as viewed by 
the all- comprebending mind. And the one is, 
an the moſt direct manner, ſubſervient to 
the other; agreeably to the apoſtle's obſerv- 
ation to the ſaints at Corinth : *All things 


* are for your ſake, that the abundant 


« grace, through the 8 of many, 
# might redound to the glory God *.“ 


So that our apoſtle, in ſeeking the glory 


of Jeſus Chriſt, ſtudied the beſt good of 


his church. Even, that he might © ſee of 
de the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. E 


Ir may be added, ts: there: is an nds: 
parable connexion, both in the nature of 
the caſe and the. divine command; bctween 
the love of God and our. fellow men. So 
that the love and zeal of the apoſtle for 
the honor of his maſter, bore bim on, with 
the ſtrongeſt impulſe, to acts of good will 1 
to his fell ow creatures. 


As © God is love” and he hs gelben 


in love dwelleth. 1 in God, this love exerts it- 


ſelf 


® 2 Cor, iv. 15. 


ſelf in all benevolent e to men; eſ- 


pecially, in ſeeking their moſt eſſential good— 


their falvation, 


Tuvus it appears, from the nature of that 
religion, poſſeſſed in ſuch a happy degree by 
the apoſtle, that he was a moſt cordial friend 


| to the beſt intereſt of his fellow men. 


Tuts will be ſtill more evident, by a more 


Ene attention to his life and writings. . 


Ir is well known that, from the time of 
his converſion and apoſtleſhip, he was treated 


in the moſt unworthy manner by his former 


acquaintance; —the unbelieving Jews, his own 


nation. Let us view his temper and charact- 


er, exhibited in his treatment of that people. 


We have an inſtance to our purpoſe, in his 5 
epiſtle to the Romans . Where, after ex- 
preſſing his deep concern for them, on account 


of their rejection of the goſpel, he ** Ie | 


could wiſh myſelf accurſed fo Chriſt; f 
brethren, my ks nſmen according to the fle Fes 2 


15 AM ſenſible, indeed, that there are different 
apprehenſions, as to the nature and degree of the 
evil im ns in what is thus expreſſed, by accurſed 

from Chriſt. The literal meaning is obviouſly 
en that he Wes de N of all that f 


Rom. ix. 2. 


* 


618 ) 


good ien he dag from Chriſt, 01 
rake the lot of thoſe who have no portion in 
him, if this could procure the falvition of 
that 2 tion. | 


Nor however to dwell on this. It will begran- . 

ted that, in this paſſage the apoſtle expreſſes his 
good will to the Jcws in the ſtrongeſt man- 
ner which religion requires, or admits. | F 


* 


Lr this be conſidered, in connexion th 
their moſt cruel and unprovoked malice againſt 
him, and that he actually did all in his power 

for theirgood—it will evidence the genuineneſs 
and extent of his benevolence to them, and of 
the goodneſs of his heart towards all men. 
For he, WO. loves his enemies, loves all men. 


Bur it is alſo to be obſerved, that his life 
was ſpent in exertions for the ſalvation of his 
fellow men. This muſt have been noticed by 


every attentty e ob{erver of nis wI itings. 


Is this cauſe, he gave up the moſt 
inviting proſpects on earth, and ſuffered the 
molt mortifying poverty, diſgrace and perſe- 

cution. Which he endured, not merely with 
patience, but with joy. Declaring, 1n the view 
of all theſe and of death, None of theſe 

things move me, neither count JI my life dear 
to myſelf, ſo I may finiſh my courſe with joy, 
and the rainiſtry which 1 have received of the 


5 Lord Jet. as, to _ the goſpel of the "a 
| TIL 


„ 


_— 


(29 ) 
of C God.”* And, accordingly, hs bald: kl 


_ teſtimony with his blood, and died a martyr, 


'to this beſt of cauſes. 


I, Tar apoltle's benevolence to mankind. 


appears, from his readineſs to pleaſe and 

oblige them, on all proper occaſions when 
this could be done in confiſtence with his ae 

4 1 God, and their real felicity. 5 


" Tars © . obſervation is abundantly evident 


from his life and writings.— The two following | 
5 paſſages are eſpecially worthy of our attention. 


Ix the firſt of theſe he declares, cc Though 


I be free from all men, yet have I made my- 


ſelf ſervant to all, that I might gain the more. 


Io the Jews I became a Jew, that I might 
| "omg the Jews. To thoſe who are under the 


aw, as under the law, that I might gain 


thoſe who are under the law. To thoſe who 
are without law, as without law (being not 
without law to God, but under the law to 


Chriſt) that I might gain thoſe who are with- 
out law. To the weak became I as weak, that 
I might gain the weak, I am made all things 
to all men, that I might by all means fave 
ſome. And this I do for the goſpel's fake, 
that I might be partaker thereof with you +.” 


EY 


d IN 


* Acts xx. 24. + I Cor. ix. 19—23. 


1 
. 


2 
Is the latter, after cautioning the diſciples 


againſt the moſt diſtant OR to any un- 
kindneſs, or groundleſs offence: to any claſs of 


mankind, he adds, © Even as I pleaſe all 
men in all things, not ſeeking mine own pro- 


fit, but the profit of many that they may be I 


ſaved. 


Tursz paſlages, to omit others, are ſuffi- 
cient to ſhew, that St. Paul even fought opportu- 
nity to pleaſe and oblige his fellow men, in all 
caſes - where this could be done, conſiſtently 


with their good and the honor of his maſter. , 


And this, not to effect any perſonal deſigns, 


or to promote his own private advantage, but 
for the ſake of their beſt good their ſal- 
Vatilon. 9 * 5 | 


' Hz facrificed his own profit, honor, and 
pleaſure, and every 'perſonal conſideration, 


for the good of others; and eſteemed it eſ- 


ſential, in this benevolent purſuit, to pleaſe 
and oblige in all eee this could be 
done with the ſacrifice of nothing, but what 
was perſonal. 3 | 
On fthe whole, while we ſee an abundant 
confirmation of his aſſertion in the text, 
and that no fear of offending or ſuffering, ' 
could turn him afide from his ſteady path 
of duty to God,—it appears that he was 


alſo a moſt faithful friend to men. And, 


Lxe his divine maſter, ' © went abeut doing 


% good,” 


„„ 


* 


. 


4 « good, and ſpent his life in the moſt un- 
—  diflembled exertions, for the preſent and fu- 
f ture happineſs of his fellow creatures. 

1 Þ 


-| IMPROVEMENT 


ON . l be Wi to ls. that 
- ie ſubject furniſhes a diſtinct and conclu- 


= ſive argument in favour of the Chriſtian 

5 ſyſtem. | 

y a THAT a pern of the education; the 

Foy accompliſhments, the connexions and proſ—- 
it pects, of Paul, ſhould embrace Chriſtianity 

UE in ſuch circumſtances, —and perſevere, thro 


a life of hardſhip, diſgrace and perſecution, 
—and finally give up his life, 1n the cauſe 


id is in every view, wholly unaccountable, 
85 unleſs the 800 pel be indeed a divine reve- 
{- lation. 
ſe fl 
8 Hz could i not be 0 i ved Wa 
at ſelf, and he could have no inducements to 
- deceive others. ; 6 . 
nt Anp the life and 3 of this ex- 
. | cellent man are, at once, a good comment 
* on the Chriſtian ſyſtem, and an evidence of 
= its internal excellence and divine original. 
d, Bor a good illuſtration of this argum- 


wg | ent has been publiſhed by a writer, who 
by f has 


bl 
o 


"Eo 75 22 ) 5 55 8 


— 


has on honour to HY darm Nobiliy, 7 


: and to Chriſtianity * 


II. Our ſubject evinces the fad degenera- 
cy of human nature. 


Tuosn actions and characters which are 
moſt excellent, —and as ſuch are plegſing to 
God, are often difpleafing to men; and this, 
even in the moſt eſſential parts of true re- 


gion. This reflection is ſadly confirmed, 
in the treatment given to the apoſtle Paul. 
Though he was a perſon of the moſt ami- 


able and benevolent ſpirit, and ſpent his life 


in exertions for the happineſs of his fellow 
men ; he Was 8 perſecuted and. mur- 


Tus {ame might be obſerved of the other : 


2poſtles, and moſt eminent ſervants of Chriſt. 


But, above all, of Chriſt himſelf. Never | 


was our world bleſſed with ſuch a bene- 
volent viſitor! his life was ſpent in the 
kindeſt offices. And, even viewed in his 
humanity, he diſplayed the moſt amiable 
and inviting qualities. While a youth, and 
acting in a private ſtation, * he giew in 
« favour, not only with God, but with 


T maT. | 7 
b & .» when he opened his divine commiſ- 
3200] . 2 | 


% . IO. > WS. 
. : \ ET 


5 characters among them for learning, good 


FR » 
9 "af 2 


4 


E the words of Jeſus, when he ſaid, © That 


- bd by men. 


on from the practice of true religion, whick 


or to haue no religion, at all. „ 


and he lived the religian. which * 


6 23 -J 
lic on in his public mind aan the Jews- ok 
became acquainted with his ſentiments and by. 
conduct, reſpecting the character and gov- - 
ernment of. the Mosr Hicu—he became 
the object of their averſion. And never was 


innocent perſon treated with ſuch indignity 
as our bleſſed Lord. And this, by the firſt 


breeding and religious profeſſion. Verifying 


* which is highly eſtcemed among men is 
* abomination in the fight of God . — 
And, proving that, wha is moſt highly 
' eſteemed: by God, is often AN and re- 


- 


* 


Alas! that this awful truth ſhould receive 
additional confirmation, from the treatment 
given to the goſpel, in common, at this 
day! This appears, in the extreme averſi- 


is ſo ſadly common; and the readineſs to 
embrace almoſt any kind of falſe W 


III. Tur apoſtle Paul, in his life a oy 
preaching, gave an excellent example of the 
Chriſtian religion, for thoſe who ſhould 
come after. 


He preached it in the cles areſt manner, 


+ Luke xvi. 15. | "00 pe TY ; 


5 (C | 
ed. He -declared the whole counſel of God, 
and exemplified | it in his life and in his 
death. | 


| 8 to his an all true EUR 
on is ſummarily compriſed in pure, holy Jove—- | 
terminating in the glory of God, and the feli- 
city of his kingdom. By this, the charac- 
ter and work of the Lord Jeſus were ſo 
excellent and acceptable to God. And by 
this his diſciples are conformed to him, 
and prepared for his kingdom. 


Ab he was, in a good: degree, what he 
preached. Bleſſed Paul !—he was a faithful 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. Happy thoſe, who. 
had ſuch a miniſter, and a heart wiſely to 


1 


improve his preaching and example. 


IV. Tur ſubject teaches us that Chriſt- 
janity is the only poſſible way to real and 
laſting felicity. 


IT 1s ſo Ades, as it is the only appoin- 
ted way and there is no other name but 
that of Jeſus Chrift, in which God v par- 
don and ſave ſinners. But this is alſo the 
only way in wihuch, in the nature of the 
caſe, it is poluble for us to be happy. 


Tuls is the on!y religion which inſpires ; 
its ſubjects with univerſal love. All others 
are founded m 3 affection. They make 


* 


PE 


( K 3 Be 


felf the chief and laſt end of action. But 
chriſtianity inculcates ſelf-denial. And e? 


ery exertion of it is an inſtance of that 
ſelf-demal,—as, in its nature and tendency, 
it unites to the public good, and has the 
glory of God, and the perfection of his 
kingdom, for its object in diſtinction from 
any private purſuit, and in oppoſition to it. 


Tux Chriſtian, from the nature of his 


affection, is happy in the happineſs of oth- 


ers; as he embraces univerſal good. Each 
member, of that holy ſociety, is united to 
the intereſt of all, in ſuch a manner, as to 
enjoy the good of all—in proportion to his 
meaſure and. capacity. 


Tuus all the ſaints have fellowſhip with 


the F ather, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 


and with each other — And, they will be 


unſpeakably bleſſed forever, in the mutual 
expreſſions of love and joy. 


V. The ſubject and occaſion lead us, 
to obſerve the animating proſpect opened, 


by the diffuſion of Chriſtianity among men, 
—and the divine pleaſure, which muſt at- 


tend the exertions of thoſe who are em- 
ployed to ſpread the glad tidings of this 
ſalvation. DE 


Sven is the happy lot of every faithful 
miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, But it is emin- 
1 ently 
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ing ſucceſs. 


ently true of thoſe who are employed in 


ſpreading the goſpel—planting new church- 
es, and in this way cauſing the preaching 
of the goſpel to be known in diſtant parts 


—enlarging the borders of the Redecmer's 


kingdom, — and bearing the name of the 


bpleiled Jeſus far hence. 


Tus was the happy province aſſigned to 
our apoſtle. He received it with thankfulneſs, 
diſcharged the duties of it with ardor, and his 
labours were crowned with the moſt animat- 


6 


Nor wholly unlike to this 1s 7 the miſion of 

r young evangeliſt, the ſolem nities of whoſe 

induction to the ſacred office, are now to be 
attended. 


Wiso, not a ſtranger to the divine pleaſure 
of a Chriſtian miniſtry, but will join to bid 


. him welcome to this beſt employment and 


alliſt him with devout and perſevering prayer, 
for ſupport, direction and abundant ſucceſs. 


On ſuch an occaſion, I ſhall be indulged in 
addreſſing him, with particular reference to 


his nel miſſion. . 


Dran AND WORTHY im. 


. 


Having paſſed the requiſite trials, and 
being, as you truſt, called of God to take a part 


in the Chriſtian miniſtry, yon will acknow- 


| ledge 


* * 6 — qa % & 


(27). 


ledge with thankful praiſe, in the language of | 


the apoſtle, © To me, who am leſs than the 


| leaſt of all ſaints, 15 TRA grace given, to preach | 


among the Gentiles, the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt.” nes 


| Brine called of God to go on this impor- 
tant embaſſy, far hence to the ſouthern States, 


as we to the churches of our Lord in New- 
England, you have our heart's defire and pray- 


er to God, that you may have a double portion 


of the ſpirit. That you may excel in all Chril- 


tian and miniſterial advantages. That the 


good will of him who dwelt in the buſh, the 
gracious preſence of the chief ſhepherd, may 
be ever with you. That your pious exertions, 
for the advancement of his kingdom, may be 


crowned with the moſt animating ſucceſs. 
That you may live to ſee a happy number 
. of Chriſtian ſocieties, the fruit of your la- 
bours, walking in the faith and order of the 


golpel—and ſupplied with good evangelical 


paſtors. That, being old and full of days and 
piety, ſatisfied with life, you may be admitted 
to the church of the firſt born in heaven, with - 


the bleſſing of many, ready to periſh, reſting 
on you. And, that you may have the * 
bation of our common Lord. N 


THAT you may be thus bleſſed, you may 
keep in view the example of our apoſtle, and 
imitate his diſintereſted 8 to God, and 

- : benevolent 


"C3 

benevolent exertions for the ſalvation of men, 
Above all, you will be careful to follow 
his and your divine maſter, and ſtudy to be a 
workman who needeth nat to be aſhamed—an 
able and faithful miniſter ot the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Looking for the appearing and king- 
dom of the great God and our Saviour—that 
when he ſhall appear, you may be glad with 


exceeding ) Joy. 


VI. The way for us, who are miniſters of 
Chrift, to fulfil our miniſtry—to profit our 
readers and enjoy this roſie to imitate our 
apoſtle. 


We mult be the ſervants of Chriſt, and not 
make the approbation of men, the object of our 
purſuit. A regard to his glory and the intereſt 
of his kingdom, muſt govern us in our mini- 
{try, and in our whole cou rſe, | 


Turk, we e ſhall not wiſh for the empty ap- 
plauſe of this vain world, at the expence of our 
divine maſter's diſpleaſure—or fear to offend 
men, and ſuffer their contempt, when that is 
the conſequence of fidelity to God. 


In the mean time, though we ſhall be rea- 
dy to part with all our comfort, our characters 
and our lives, in the ſervice of Chriſt, and for 
his glory; yet the ſame ſpirit of Chriſtianity 
will induce us to ſeek the good of our fellow 
men, and to do our utmoſt to promote it. 
For 


( 29 ) 

For this end, we ſhall-<* become all things to all 
men, that we may by all means ſave ſome.” We. 
ſhall pleaſe all men, © not ſeekingourownprofit, 


but the profit of many that they may be ſaved.” 


« And this we ſhall do for the goſpel's 
ſake, that we may be partakers of it with 
them.” As well knowing that our uſeful- 
neſs in the kingdom of our Lord, depends 
much upon it. Yea, that without a mea- 
ſure of this benevolent ſpirit, this meek- 
neſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt,” we are deſti- 
tute of an eſſential accompliſhment for our 
work. And, indeed, cannot be his ſer- 


5 vants. 


Bor in the proper exertions of this tem- 
per, we ſhall. learn, experimentally, that 
*© he who deſireth the office of the biſhop, 
defireth a good work.” That to publiſh 
peace, and bring good tidings of falvation 
to our fellow ſinners, is indeed the moſt 
defirable employment. And, that to be ſent 
to preach among the Gentiles the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt, is an abundant diſplay 
4 7 2 TRIER 


Tris will diffuſe pleaſure through all the 
labours and trials of our miniſtry—and is the 
only probable road to ſucceſs in it. It will 
preſerve us * pure from the blood of all men” 
 —ſmooth the rugged path of life—and ſprea 

Hg and joy through the ſhady valley 
death. . . | | 
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Axp, it will lead on, to that land of ret 
and peace—where all faithful, evangelical 
preachers, will mect each other, with their 
DEVINE hearers—and all the redeemed, at 
the gathering together to Chriit Jeſus,” 


. foretold by our, Apoſtle *. 


Warn all tears ſhall be winkd away; 
and they ſhall love and praiſe, and be glad 
with exceeding joy—1a the preſence of their 


God and e 


Having obtained mer cy of our 13 to 
be faithful and ſucceſsful in our holy min- 


iſtry there may we meet each other with 


all the redcemed, and We alk no more. 


« Now to the King © ternal, immortal, 
invifible—the only . God our Saviour, 
he glory in the church, through Chriſt Je- 


ſus, world without end.“ AMEN. 


* Theff. ii. 1. 
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Ze , CONSECRATION, 


By the Rey. Ezra 8 1 re 1 D. 
Preſident of Tale College. 


Ar the laying on of the Hands i the 


Preſpytery, and previous to his mak- | 
ing the ordaining Prayer. 


N. the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and by authority derived from hin the 
great HAD of the Church, We, as Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, do ſeparate thee, ABitL HoLMes, 
to the Work of the Miniſtry ; and by Prayer 


and the Laying on of the Hands of the PRxxs- 


BY TERY, do conſecrate and ordain thee a 


Brsyoe in the Church of God; hereby giving 
and conferring upon you Office-Power and 


Au- hority, to preach the Goſpel, according 
to the ſacred Oracles ; to adminſter ſealing 
Ordinances, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, to 
ſuch as, according to the Scriptures, are pro- 
per ſubjects of them; to diſpenſe the diſciplineof 
the Church; to ordain elders in every city; and 
to perform the whole Work of the ęvangelical 
Miniſtry, wherever the providence of God ſhall 
call for your labours; and particularly 1 in the 
Congregational Church and Society in Mipway 
in Georgia, which have given you an 
unanimous Call ts take the paſtoral Charge 


and Overiight of them in the Lord. 
| TuIIs 
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Tus Miniſtry, which you now receive, 
you are to attend and diſcharge, not in 
your own ſtrength, but in the ſtrength of 
the great Immanuel. Thou therefore, my ſon, 
be flirong in the grace of our Lord Jesvs 
CuRISsT. To this end, according to the di- 
vine Inſtitution, and in Imitation of apoſt- 
olic Example, let us unite in imploring the 
Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon you, be- 
ſeeching the divine Majeſty thoroughly to 
furniſh you unto this good Work, and to 
anoint you and your Labours, with his 
divine Grace and Bleſſing. 


— 


Tie A Crance. 


Given, by the „ ee WII- 


Als, „ 


UR Lord jeſus Chriſt the ſupreme 
head of the Church, (which he hath 
redeemed with his own blood) has been 


| pleaſed, in his wiſdom and love, to inſtitute 
the miniſtry of reconciliation, for carrying 
on the deſigns of his grace in the ſalvation 
of ſouls; or to employ an order of men, 
the miniſters of the goſpel, (the ſame as 


Biſhops and Elders, paſtors and teachers) 


in the important work of advancing the in- 
tereſt and promoting the welfare of his ſpi- 
ritual kingd&m in the world; | whoſe main 
buſineis, (under whatever character they are 
= deſcribed) 1s plainly to ſubſerve and further 


the cauſe of the great Redeemer, by uſing 
all proper mgaſures, to turn ſinners from 


darkneſs to light, and from the power of 


Satan unto God, and to build up the in 


in divine knowledge, faith and holineſs, 


ternal life. 
With this view, dear Sir, and with a 


chick reſpect to this worthy and noble end, 


we truſt, you are devoting yourſelf to the 
ſacred employment of a miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, And looking on you as qualified 
E | 


and 


1 : 


and called of God thereto oe, the miniſters 
of the divine Jefus, have now ſolemnly ſe- 
Parated you to the ſervice of the ſanctuary ; 
and, by prayer, and the laying on of 
the hands of the preſbytery, have con- 
ſecrated and ordained you a miniſter of the 
New Teſtament, with authority to pfeach the 
golpel, adminiſter the ſacraments and diſci- 
- pline of Chriſt, and to perform all thoſe 
things, which, by divine inſtitution, belong 
to the order of a preſbyter; witlr a more ſpe- 
cial view {as God in his providence may open 
the door) to your miniſtring in holy things, 
to the Church and Congregation at "NORD 
in Georgia. | 


Axp, in the preſence of the great God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and the elect = 
gels, and this numerous aſſembly, we give at, | _ 
in charge that you take heed to the miniſtry a 
to fulfil it. Preach the word; be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all lon ſuffering and doctrine. 
Preach the word puiely, entirely, diligently, 
plainly, diſtinctly, judiciouſly, and fervently. 
Act the part-of a good ſteward of the myſte- 
ries of the goſpel ; and give to. every one his 
portion in due ſeaſon. Preach Chriſt Jeſus, || * 
and him crucified ; Chriſt Jeſus, and him glo- | 
rified. Preach the ſoul-humbling, heart-puri- 
fying, and grace-exalting doctrines of the goſ- 
pel ; deliver the whole counſcl of _ "ag 
old 
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hold back nothing that is profitable, not con- 


mi en be pleaſing or not. And 
make it your gr Bo 


al. work, (if poſſible,) to win over fouls to 
Chriſt ; and uſe your utmoſt endeavours, as 2 


worker together with Chriſt, that your hearers 


may all be filled with the knowledge of God's 


will in all wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtand- 


ing, ſo as both to believe and practiſe thoſe 


things which are well pleaſing to God. Ad- 


miniſter the ſacraments of the New-Teſta- 


ment, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, to 


proper ſubjects; and wiſely and faithfully ap- 
ply the cenſures of Chriſt to the ſcandalous 


and obſtinate, and that with impartiality as 


you may be called thereto. Feed the ſheep 
and the lambs, and watch for fouls as one 
that muſt give an account. Look carefully to 


z yourſelf, and to your doctrine and manner of 


life; and be an example to the flock, in word, 


in converſation, in faith, in 'ſpirit, in purity, 


and charity. Live that religion which you 
preach to others ; depend. on God's all ſuffici- 
ent grace; be ſtrong in the Lord, and endure 
hardneſs. as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. — 


© Give yourſelf to reading, meditation and 
prayer; and have your whole heart in your 
Work. And, as you may be called in provi- 

dence to aſſiſt in ſetting others apart to the 


evangelical miniſtry, lay hands ſuddenly on 
no man, but commit the fame to faithful 
= ; men. 


buſineſs, by a diligent at- 
tendance upon all the parts of your miniſteri- 
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men. In fine, brace up with firmneſs and 
conſtancy to the duties of your office. Be 
ſtudious, prayerful, zealous, patient, diſcreet, 
and ſhow yourſelf a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, and in all things approve 
yourſelf a good miniſter of the goſpel. 


\ 


— 


Axp this do as you will anſwer it at the 
awful bar of eternal judgment; be pure from 
the blood of ſouls ; have peace in your own 
conſcience living and dying, and ſhare the final 

plaudit, the approving Euge of your Sover- 
eign and Saviour, in the preſence of ſurroun- 
ding worlds. Theſe things, Dear Bro- 
ther, we give and leave in ſolemn charge with 
you”; in duly attending to which, you may 
hope (by the grace of God) to ſave both your- 
felf and them which hear you ; and when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear, in his own . and 
his Father's glory, with all the holy angels, 
and ſummon before his enlightened tribunal, 
both miniſters and people, you ſhall receive 
at his hand a ſplendid, celeſtial diadem, even 
a crown of glory, that fadeth not away. Y * 
"AMEN. 
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The RIGHT HAND oy 
+FEEELO WS HI 
Ay the Rev. WARHAM WILLIAMS. 

| Mex, BRETHREN, AND FATHERS, 


XE ale witneſſes, and God alſo, of the ſo- 
lemn tranſactions of this morning. 


„ 


5 Ye have ſeen a ſervant of the Lord ſeparated: 

to the Work of a Goſpel Biſhop, by Prayer, 

and the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbyt= 
Ye have heard the ſolemn Charge that hath _ 


been given him in the name of the Lord, to wo 
take heed to himſelf, and to the Miniſtry - AF | 
which he hath received of the Lord Jeſus to 
fulbit Ap 2 


by only remains that the rig Hand of 
Fellowſhip be given to the Perſon who hath „ 
now been ſet apart to the Work of the evangel- 


ical Miniſtry. 


The giving of the right Hand of Fellow- 
chip to a newly ordained Miniſter, - is a 
0 Practice, that hath obtained in the congre- 

gational Churches of New-England from 
the Beginnipg.— And, as it a common, ſo 
it is a decent uſage, warranted by Scripture 
Precedent and Example. For James,, Cephas 
e and 
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and John gave the right Hand of Fellow- 
hip to Paul and Barnabas, after they had 
been ſeparated to tha Work of preaching 
the Goſpel, hereby teſtifying their Love to 
them as Brethren, and Partakers with them 
in the ſame Office and Employment: and 
alſo their Readineſs, as the Cafe might re- 
quire, to aſſiſt them in promoting and ad- 
vancing the Redeemer's Kingdom. 


> + "The ſame may juſtly be claimed by every 

. 5 true Miniſter, who, according to the order 

1 --© of the Goſpel, is introduced into the min- 
13 iſterial Office. 8 . 


The performing of this Service, being by 
the Rev. Council of Miniſters, called to aſ- 
fiſt on the preſent ſolemn Occaſion, devol- 


ved on me; 


T do, therefore, Reverend and dear Sir, in 
their Name}: give you this Right Hand, here- 
by ſignifying to you, and to this whole Af-. 
ſembly, our Approbation of you as a true 
Miniſter, of Chriſt, furniſhed for this facred 
Office, and fully inveſted in all the Powers 
and Authorities of it, wherever, in divine 
Providence, you may be called to adminiſter 
8 the Affairs of the Redeemer's Kingdom; and 
1 that we acknowledge, you as our Brother and 
41K equal in Office, a fellow Laborer in the 
| bl Vineyard of the Lord. 5 58 
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And now we len profeſs it our Duty: 


hd Reſolution (as we have Opportunity and 
God ſhall enable us) to afford you our helping 
hand, as ' Brethren in the ſame facred Calling, 
to aſſiſt you in that great and good Wort 


of the goſpel, unto Which. 708 are N 


called and devoted. 


And our Prayer to God for you is, that 
he would bleſs you and make you a rich 


Blefling, fill you- with his Spirit, and make 


you. exemplarily ly, meek and humble. 


We commend you to the Grace of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt; may your eyes be always 
to him, your Dependence always be upon him, 


and bis almighty Grace be ſufficient for you; 
may that Grace enable you to be faithful, 


and zealous in the cauſe of God, and happi- 0 
ly inſtrumgntal of — ſouls. to Chriſt, | 


and- of turning many to Righteouſneſs, 
With Hearts full of 1 we commend 


you have received of the Lord Jets. 


We can you to the acceptance and 


an eſteem of the People of Georgia, and 
particularly of the Church and Corigregation | 
in the moſt preſſing man- 


in Midway, w 


ner, have ſolicited your Return to them, 
inveſted with all the Powers of the ſacred Of- 


kice, to ONT the 8 Care and overſight 


, Of 


you to God, and to the Miniſtry which _ 


r —öon———— 7˙·˙ OE re 
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of them. We highly approve their zealous 


Endeavours to obtain the Enjoyment of the 
Preaching and Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 
with them a mene out of the Houſe of 


the Lord. : 
We with you a "Like and tbo return to 


them, and that, when you have long and 


ſucceſsfully laboured in the Vineyard of the 
Lord, you may aſcend to the world above, 
and meet with the reward of a faithful 
Servant, to the Praiſe of our, great Redeem- 


er. AMEN, 85 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


9 0 v N C IK; 


Ar 4 Coden of MinrsryRs, con- 
vened at New Huven, on : uh Thir- 
teenth Day of September, Anno Do- 
mini One houſand, Seven Hundred 
and Eighty Five. 


88 EN T; „ 
The „ Meſſicurs 

Jous Tau MBuLL, Paſtor of the Firſt Church 

in Watertown, 

Mosks MaruEk, Paſtor of the Church in 
Middleſca, 

ELIPHALET Wriitrans, D. D. paſtor of the 
Church in Eall- Hartford, 

Sreeuen Jonson, Faſtor of the Firſt Chard 
in Lyme, 

WARHAM WILLIAMs, Paſtor of the Church 
in Nor:bford, 


NATHANIEL TAayLoR, Paſtor of the Firſt 


Church in News Milford, 


EzRA STiLEs, D. D. Prefident of VAI 


\ COLLEGE, in New- Haven, 
1MoTHY PiTX&iN, of Farmington, * 


ELIZux GoopRicn, D. D. Faſtor of the 


Church in Durbam, | 
* - '- "ma 
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of them. We highly approve a PIPE 
Endeavours to obtain the Enjoyment of the 

| Preaching and Ordinances of the Goſpel, and 

- with them a an. out of the Houle of 
the Ro: ; 


We will you . A Cafe, and ON return to 
| In and that, when you have - long and 
ſucceſsfully - laboured: in the Vineyard of the 
Lord, you may aſcend to the world above, 
and meet - with the reward of a faithful 
1 | 3 to the Praiſe . our, great Redeem- | 
AMEN, +», 
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PROCEEDINGS. or THE. 


407 0 U N 0 1 1. 


Ar a Gen: of Minis reks, cons 
: vened at New Haven, on the Thir- 
teenth Day ot September, Anno Do- 
mini One houſand, Seven Rude 
and Eighty Five. rare 

PRESENT. „ 
The Reverend Meſſicus 
Jons TauMBULL; Paſtor of the Firſt Church 
in Watertown, | 
Mosss MarukER, Paſtor of the Church in 
Mi ddleſc, þ 5-3 
ELIPHALET WIILIAMs, D. D. Paſtor of the 
Church in Ea/!-Hartford, 8 | 
$reeuen Jonnson, Paſtor of the Firſt Church 
in Lyme, | 
WARHAM Witlians, Paſtor of the Church 
in Nortbford, © 
NaTHANIEL TAYLOR, Paſtor of the Firſt 
Church in Neues Milford 9 
Ez RA STILEs, D. D. Prefident of 1A 
COLLEGE, in Neu- Haven 
TINMOTAV Pirkix, of Farmington, * 
ELIzux GoopRicn, 0. 00s. FORE of the 
Church in 1 | 
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'Exocn MonTiNoToN, Paſtor of dhe Firk 


Church in Middletown, 


SAMUEL Wares, D. D. " Profeſer link 


855 and Paſtor, of the Church in YaLE- 
44.5 ; 


LECE. 
All of the STATE of CONNECTICUT. 


The Reverend Doctor STiLEs was choſen 
Moderator, and. ELIZUR GOODRICH Scribe. 


H 15S Council was: convened. at che 
requeſt of Mr. ABIEL HoLMts, 8 
conſequence of the call and invitation of the 
Church and Congregation in Midway, in 
the State of Georgia, given him to ſettle with 


them in the Goſpel Miniſtry, and their de- 


ſire that he would obtain regular ordination 
to the office o a Goſpel Miniſter, before his 
return to them: all which have been dulyx 


certified to this Council, by the . and 


letters laid before them. 


Tur Council, having confidered Mr. 


Horurs's application to them for ordinæti- 


on, judge it adviſable and expedient to pro- 


ceed therein, as there are no congregational 
miniſt-rs in the State of * to Perm 


Up. ſame. 4 = 


AND thereupon having been certified of 
Mr. Hotmrs's being a member in full com- 
munion and regular ſtanding in the Church 
ef Chriſt in 2. ale W proceeded | to exa- 

mine 


— 


Goſpel Miniſtry, and found them to their 
entire ſatisia -t (on. „ 


Wurxkurox Voted, that this Council will 
B to ſeparate and ordain Mr. ABIEL 


Hol Ms to the office and work of a Goſ- 


pel Miniſter ; it being his purpoſe and de- 


termination, by divine permiſſion, to re- 
turn to the people of 3 and wait the 


openings of providence, reſpecting his ſettling 
among them, in the great work unto which 
they have called him, and that the Ordina- 


tion be performed on the Fifteenth inſtant, 
in the Chapel of Tale College, in the follow- 


ing manner, viz: After the Sermon, or 
Concio ad Clerum, previouſly appointed, and 
to be preached by the Rev. LEVI HART, of 


Preſton, the Rev. Doctor STiLEs is appoint- 
ed to make the Cònſecration, and Ordaining 


Prayer; then the Rev. Doctor WIILIAMsS fo 


give the Charge, after which the Rev. War- 


Ham WILLIAM s to give the Right Hand of 
Fellowſhip; and the Rev. Mr. PirRIN to 
conclude the ſolemnity with Prayer. 


SepTEMBER Fifteenth, One Thouſand, Se- 
ven Hundred and Eighty Five, according to 
the appointment, of the Council, the Rev, 
 AB1itL Hortmes was conſecrated and ordain- 
ed to the ſacred office and work of the 
Goſpel Miniſtry, by prayer and the laying 


mine him as to his qualifications for the 


—— 
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en of the hands of the Rev. Doctor 871, 
the Rev. Doctor WILLI AMs, the Rev. Wars 
HAM WILLIAMS, and the Kev. Doctor 
Goopricn. 

Tae Council ſincerely rejoice in the op- 


ening proſpect of Me. Horues's uſefulneſs 
in the State of Georgia, and commending 


him to the Grace of God, moſt heartily 


with him ſucceſs in the great work, unto. 
which he is conſecrated. ' They recommend 
him to pub ick improvement in the Chriſt- 
ian Miniſtry wherever he ſhall be regularly 
called, and particularly in the Church and 


Congregation of M*dway ; earneſtiy pr ying 


the "Great King and Head of the Church 
to make him a bleTing to them and exten, 
favely uſeful in the Churches. 
| EZRA STILES, Moderator, 
ELIZUR GOODRICH, Scribe. 
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Or tl e cuunen and Socixrv at MIDWar. 


A BOUT the year 1700, 25 congrega- 
tional church and ſociety removed from, 
Dorcheſter, near Boſton, in New-Engiand, 
ſ ttled near Charleſtown, South-Carolina ; and, 
after their former lettlement, named the place 


1 


Dorcheſter. 


Tuzix firſt paſtor was the Rev. Jos rn 
LokD, who removed with them flem New-En- 
gland. His ſucceſſor in the paſtoral office was 
the Reverend Hucn FISHER, who died on 


thc 6th of October, 1734. 


The Reverend Jonn OsG00D, who was 
born in the ſame ſociety, educated in Harva.d 


College in New-England, and graduated there 


in 1733, ſucceeded, on the 24th of March, 
1735, to the paſtoral charge of the lame church 
at Dorcheſter and Beech-Hill. Beech- Hill 


was a part of the ſame ſettlement, and the paſ- 


tor officiated in each place, alternately 


Tus ſituation being unhealthy, and the 


quantity of lahds too ſmall for the inhabit- 
| ants; in the year 17 52, they projected a ſet- 


nement in Georgia. a few perſons went, 
this 


- n 2 
* 1 = - 
: ; p 8 
So” S W 8 2 8 . e IE | 
— a = ed N * 5 . done 1 - hw we _—_ a N * N 4; 
cit ve 2 DDr we l 8 & W 85 
5 5 * > * 0 4 _ * * « . - U 
* 1 = N SY * 2 A GEL * n q 3 0 * 4 = Be 5 
4 Mig: * R q — * — 4 * 2 2 T « : 5 4 2 ** * 8 Ra 8 £ . 
- P44 "OL * in — r or Mobi has 2 b * 2 — 7 i, 25 = . gs 5 SI Dow: S n 8 3 22 er. N 4 RL Mei oe W * „ * 3 
h . r _ „ 4 my - : 1 * 1 Fe mA : — * * . * Iv 2 ' 4 2 : 2 e 1 — L "AIP 1 
. „„«%éii½ — - Gs — a N 0 J — — F nnn * b 2 29. K. be e er aka - ' 7; - — I I Wt ö -: »&? SES * 5 
— — — 8 —— —ͤ— y ; — Bag 5 _ —_ vet Suan, gas. mn — = — e AS: 
— > —— 0 . — 8 7 7 - * A - _ 3 = £ CO Seas el 0 a 1 n. a —— hand W p. 
ES. . a — — — be ih l - f — . — A . 5 þ 2 þ > 2 V 2 N 8 Ty — ray n a 5 ern 9 V l 
. — 7 - — * 2 as — - — —ñ——ñ — — 2 - 6 - * - — - 3 Aw 2288 — 5 
"1 f _ q a ae. — —— — = g 5 = — "KL 
4 4 5 2 p _ * . * 8 9 
„ oY 4 - 2 — — * * x — _ -- — W, 
Sy rs U ISO — — - — — IRS: g . — * * k - : - 
N a q * . —— — bs : K . — . . 3 an Tat — - j — D 1 — 
* => a — * * | - _ — — : ——— : * : 0 3 2 oy r 
4 — — *. 2 oO 1 . - D 
. X - — PUR 
* » x 


t4) 


this year, into that province, and made a Reife 


; after | lands, preferred a petition to the legiſla- 


ture, and procured a grant of thirty-one 


thouſand nine hundred and fifty acres. This 
tract lies to the ſouthward of Ogechee river, and 
about thirty miles ſouth-weſterly from Savan- 


nah, in the pariſh formerly called St, John 5, 
now denominated Liberty County. | 


. Finpins a general diſpoſition in the people 
to remove, the Reverend Mr. Os600D went 
into this new ſettlement in March 1754, and 
the whole church and ſociety gradually col- 


' Jetted, and lettled here His tender 


regard for his congregation,” ſaith Dr. Zubly 
in Mr. Oigood's funeral ſermon, “and his 
anxiety that they might be kept together, en- 


gaged him to remove into this province, and 
to ſhare with them all the inconveniences that 


attend the ſettling of a wilderneſs ; and he lived 
to ſee their endeavours ſo bleſſed as to turn this 
wilderneſs into a garden, and the deſert PRs! in» 
to fields which God hath bleſſed. 93 


Arrx a faithful, pi ous and ſueceſsful Gif. 
4 of the miniſterial o ce, Mr. Os600D 
died in the beginning of Auguft 1773. Dr. 
Zubly, addreſſing himſelf, in the ſame ſermon, 
to the church and people of Mr. Ofgood's 


| charge, obſerves: © Near forty years, a very un- 


common period i in our climate, did he continue 


to e in 25 things among you ; all this 
time 


1 „ 


„ „ 
* 


WIE 


R 


1 


unto you, but alſo his own foul, becauſe 6 


an 1 wee 


| Britiſh troops, commanded by Col. Campbell, 


19 


time you were in his heart to live and to 


die with you, becauſe he greatly loved you. 


He was the father and friend, as well as 
the ſhepherd of his flock. A mutual endear- 
ment ſubſiſted all that time; it may, with juſ- 
tice, be ſaid, no congregation was happier in 
a miniſter, and no miniſter happier in a con- 
gregation; for he was gentle among you, even 


as a nurſe cheriſheth her chi'dren, willing ts 


have imparted not only the Goſpel of God 


Us 


were dear to him.” 


. ArTer Mr. Oscoop's death, the Church 


was- occaſionally ſupplied by the Reverend Dr, 


| ZusLy, Mr. RopeRTs, Mr. Cook and others. 


In 1776, the Reverend Moszs ALLEN, who 
was originally from Connecticut, and educats 
ed at the college in New-Jerſey, ſucceeded to 
the paſtoral charge of this church 


| In the month of November 1778, the fo 


ciety was entirely broken up and diſperſed, by 


the Britiſh army from Florida, under the com- 


mand of General ProvosT ; ſome fled into 


Chatham county, and ſome into - South-Caro- 
lina. The army wantonly laid waſte all before 


them, burned the meeting houſe at Midway, 


almoſt every dwelling-houſe in the ſettlement, 


gud the crops of rice then in ſtacks. InDecems 


r following, Savannah was reduced by the 
At 


44 


At this time Mr. ALLEN was taken prifoner: 
The continental officers were ſent to Sunbury 
on parole, except Mr. Allen, who was at this 


A 


time, chaplain of the Geo! gia Brigade. He was 
denied that privilege: © His warm. exhortati- 
ons in the pulpit, and his animated exertions 


in the field, expoſed him to the particular res 
ſe. tment of the Britiſh: 1 hey ſent him with 
the private ſoldiers vn boa;d the priſon ſhips. 
_ Vearied with a confine ment of feveral'monthe 
in that loathſome place, and ſeeing no proſ- 


pect of relief, he determined to attempt the 


recovery of his liberty, by throwing himſelf 
into the river, and ſwimming to an adjacent 
Point; but he was drow ned in the attempt “.“ 


On the proſpect, | of peace, the inhabitants 
Fav, and became re- eſtabliſh- 


returned to Mid 
ed in their former rights and privileges. 


* 


which, as a people, they were under to their 


Cod, and the God of their fathers; and in- 


fluenced by a religious regard to che riſing 


generation, they ſtatedly afſembled on the 
Lord's dav, read practical di ſcourſes, and u- 


nitedly joined I in the public exerciſes of praiſe 
and devotion. For a long t me had they hung 
their harps upon the willows, and wept at 


the remembrance of Zion; but when God 


Fr Lein bein cap ivi. Y 45 the Hereams in tht 
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fouth ; then was their mouth filled with Iaugbrr, 
aud their tongue with finging., _ 
PRoMPTED by a pious ſolicitude for the res 
gular adminiſtration of the word and ordis 
nances, they made ſeaſonable and repeatcd 
ex rt ons. for procuring an ordained miniſter 
but with diſappointment. To the honoup 
of Chriſtianity, there are not wanting, in 
every age, thoſe, who, with perſevering firm- 
neſs, daie appear in its defence. Others, be- 
fide the Pſalmiſt, have piouſly reſolved I 
will not give ſleep to mine eyes or ſlumber to 
mine eye-hds, until J find out a place for the 
Lord: an habitation for the mighty God of 
Jacob?! = wp 278 
In May 1784 Mr. Holmes being in South- 
Carolina, the church and ſociety at Midway 
became . acquainted with his intentions 
of entering on the work of the miniſtry, 
and made application to him to come 
and preach there, for the ſpace'of one year. 
The urgency of the requeſt, and the peculiar ſi- 
tuation of the chuich, concurred to render a 
compliance with this invitation apparent duty. 
He complied—and, in Auguſt following, come 
menced his preaching Among them. 


Id June, 1785, being about to re- 

turn to New- England, he received a piou 

and affectionate addreſs, ſigned unanimouſſy 
pM "by 


5) 


by the members of the church and ſociety; 

in . he was earneſtly ſolicited to become 
ordained, and to return and miniſter unto 

them in holy things. With a peculiar refer- 

ence to this invitation, he applied to the coun- 

cii beforementioned, and was ordained accord- 
ingly. In PG nner following, he retur e te 4 
Gcolgla, aud entered upon the 1 miniſtry. 
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"SASTORAL LETTER 
« New-Haven, Connecticut, July oth, 1737. 


As the preceding ſermon will, probably, be for- 

woarded to the church and ſociety at Mid- 

way, before the return of their paſtor ; hs 
begs leave to addreſs them. | 


PDearly Beloved, = ; 
* the holy providence of God, I am; for the 


preſent, debarred from the privilegeof piea- 
ing to you the unſearchable riches of the goſpel. 
The hopes which I entertained of ſpeedily recove 
ering my health, by a change of aif and climate, 
having been diſappointed, it appeared obvious 
duty to reſide, for a while, in New-England. 


To doubt the interpoſition of the Moſt 
High in the affairs of the world in general, and 
of his church in particular, argues great inat- 
tention and ignorance; but to queſtion the rec- 
titude of the divine adminiſtrations, is con- 
ſummate impiety.——In reſpect, therefore, 
to this diſpenſation, I pray that the language 
of us, mutually, may be, It is the Lord, 
let him do what ſeemeth him good.“ | 


Taz church of Chriſt, we are aſſured, is 
built on the rock of ages, and neither the pow= 
ers of earth, nor the gates of hell, ſhall prevaij 
ole D * aa 
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againſt it. Be this divine pn « my dearly 78 


b-.oved, your joy, and your confidence. Let 
this, in the darkeſt hour, preſerve you from 
deipondency. Conſider how the arm of the 


Almighty hath, from the beginning, been 
ſtretched out in defence of his choſen people. _ 


Conſider, eſpecially, how he hath preſerved 
ur church, in all its pilgrimage. © Re- 
ember the days of old, confider the years 


of many 7 enerations: aſk your fathers and 


they will ſhew you; your Elders and they will 


tell you how He found them in a deſert land, 
how He led 
them about, inſtructed them, and kept them as 
the apple of his eye.“ And will not the God of 
your "fathers be your God ? Will he not con- 
tinue to ſet an hedge about you ?—But take 
heed that you rely not onthe piety of your anceſ- 
tors; nor think it enough, that you © have 
Abraham to your father.” True it is, that God 
Will be your God, Ir VE WILL BE HIS PEOPLE. 
The Lord is with you, while ye be with him; 


and a waſte howling wilderneſs 


ard, if ye ſeek him, he will be found of you; 
but, if ye forſake him, he alſo will forſake 


you.“ 


A bak curtain is drawn between us and 
futurity, and what lies behind it, is not for 
us to determine. I can only ſay—lf God, in 


his good providence, ſhall again be pleaſed to 


open the door for my return to you, moſt giad- 


c£ to 


I wail I return. Should it be my happy lot 
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« to hold forth to you the word of lite,“ and = 
to be rendered ſubſervient to the promotion of 4 
pure religi n among you; it will give me greats 
occaſion to bleſs God, and, in the ſole mn hour 
of my diſſolution, I may rejoice. that, through 
divine grace, 1 had not run in vain, neither 
laboured in vain ” But, however this may .8 
ordered, be aſſured, that nothing, except a 
conviction of Jurys. ſhall n me from 
vou. | 


I GRATEPULLY bear in :cmembrarlh that 
moſt indulgent candour and charity, which, am- 
idſt all the embarialſnents of my youth and in- 
experience, you unitedly exerciſed towards me, 
while I had the pleaſure of miniſtring among 
you. This, together with your regular and 
devout attendance on divine worſhip, contri- 
buted greatly to my encouragement, in the 
arduous work of the miniſtry ; and fixed vo 
unalienably in my eſteem and love. If 


forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my 1 0 hand 
forget her cunning !” 


For the preſent, I moſt Jeveatly commend vou 
to the care and protection of the great Head 
of the Church, May He continue to delight 
in building you up as a Church and on 


For a word of paſtoral exhortation, no ap- 
ology, I preſume, will be neceſlary. Be en- 
treated, then, to perſevere in maintaining the 
lame religious regard to the labbath ard divine 


5 


TRY 


infiitutions, which ſo eminently diftingnifhed | 


your pious anceſtors; and which ble ied be 
Gop!—1s not yet forgotten by their preſent 
poſterity. Be not athà ned to profeſs openly 
the religion of the craſs, though it be to the 
Jews, a ſtumbling- block; andto unbelievers, 
fooliſhneſs. Baldly diſcountcnance and » ſup- 
* every thing which tends to bring this ho- 
7 religion into eontempt. Meekly inſtruct 
thoſe WhO oppoſe themſelves. Be exe nplary in 
your own lives and converſation. Give no oc- 
c#fion to the adverſary to ſpeak reptoachfully, 


* And” continue to © be at peace among 


yourſelves ” 


Lyr me earneſtly hefe:ch you to pay a very 
particular regard to the rihng generation. On 
the knowledge, the virtue and piety of y our 

. | 3 Fo We { 
children, you are ſenſible, much will depend. 


By furnithing them with uſeful inſtruction, 


and byinſtilling into their minds virtuous prin- 
ciples, you may lay the foundation for your 
frreeteſt conſolation in life, and for their im- 
mortal happineſs ;, and, at the ſame time, you 
will act the parts of nurſing Fathers and nur- 


Fas mothers to the Chriſtian Church; but by 
reglefting, this, you will incur great guilt ; 
for, © if you provide not,” in this manner, 
for thoſe of your own ͤ houſe; you are, by 
tae fentence of an apoMe, chargeable with ha- 
ving © denied the faith, and of being © worſe 
mand. 
5 © ATTEND, 
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1 . 5 fidelity, to thead? 
ry important duties of family inſtruction, a: 4 
family devotion. Let not parental authority 
ever be ſacrificed to parental fondneſs. Imitate 
the example of that illuſtrious 3 of 

whom the Moſt High beareth onourabie a 
teſtimony : * know him, t * will co 
mand his children and his bouſhold after hi m, 
and they ſhall kgep the way of the Lord.” E. e- 
ſerve your famthe' 
ence of evil company; and, in imitation of 
the exemplary Pſalmiſt, reſolve, each of you, 


« I will walk . my houſe „ich a 1 
heart“ 


B the advice of the iel of men Fae” 
engraven on your minds“ Train up your 
children in the way they ſhout go, — and 
(may I not add?) your ſervants too.—“ He 
that hath an ear to Re let him hear.” 


Guard your own hearts, my beloved, with 
the moſt vigilant circumſpection and care. 
Check the earlieſt emotions of wickedneſs. Be- 
ware of the ſeductions of an alluring world. 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempt- 

ation: and reſt ſatisfied with nothing ſhort of 
an intereſt in the Repetmer's righteouſneſs, 

and a correſpondent life of virtue and piety. 


I a word, Only let your conyerfation be 
is it becometh the goſpel of Chriſt: that, whe= 


ther 1 come * ke Jou. or Alle be abſent, I 
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tes from the contagiòus influ- 5 
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may hear of your affairs, that ye ſtand faſt in 
one ſpirit, with one mind, ſtriving together 
fo: the faith of the goſpel.” Ea LS. 
x: — 1 am, TR CORE | 
Dearly beloved. © 
Your very affectiongte 


Paſtor, 


IOLMES. 


